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It is with great pleasure that I address you on the eve of what we can call Europe’s 60th birthday.

On a personal note, I have been here in Bangladesh for nearly 5 years and have enjoyed my time here very much. This will almost certainly be my last Europe Day as an Ambassador to Bangladesh, but in previous years I have been speaking with the title of Head of the  European Commission’s Delegation.

Under the Lisbon Treaty, which my friend and colleague the Spanish Ambassador mentioned, my mission is now known as the EU Delegation. This change in name indicates the deeper organisational changes which are important to help deal more efficiently with the challenges we face.

Europeans are united in our perceptions of foreign policy and cooperation with other countries. We need to find effective responses to a wide range of risks, threats and opportunities around the world. These include the fragility of states, terrorism, organised crime, climate change, unsustainable energy supplies, pandemic illnesses, illegal migration, and financial instability – to name only some.

On almost all such issues, we in the EU see eye to eye with Bangladesh. Indeed: it is an indication of how close EU-Bangladesh relations are that practically any areas of disagreement between us seem to catch the headlines.

Of course I know that as good reporters you should cover disagreements as well as agreements. All I ask is that you don’t lose sight of the bigger picture, which is that relations between the EU and Bangladesh are fundamentally sound.

I’d like to end by noting that later this month Bangladesh will host a major conference of the Global Climate Change Alliance, where the EU’s Commissioner for Climate Change Action will be one of the guests of honour. I believe that this will be a vital step in building the momentum needed to get to a global agreement to bring climate change under control, as well as ensuring that countries such as Bangladesh get the additional funding they need to cope with the costs of climate change.

Thank you for your attention, and happy Europe Day! 

